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6 April 1955 

MEMORANDUM FOR AMBASSADOR COLLINS 
Subject: Phuong Conversation, 5 April 


1, At his request, I met General Phuong last night. He said he 
•wanted to have a press interview and put the blame squarely on the 
French for present troubles in South Vietnam, pointing out that 
Savani (G-2 French Army) was with the Binh Xuyen during their attack 
on the Vietnamese Army the early morning of 30 March, and that General 
Jacquot had gone around personally stopping the Vietnamese Army from 
fighting back against the Binh Xuyen, (General Phuong was quite 
worked Tip, really angryj he said that M, Copain from the High 
Commissariat had seen him sometime after 1600 the afternoon of 5 April, 
telling him that the French knew of his intended press interview, ard 
warning him that French correspondents would really fix him up if he 
attempted it), 

2, Pursuant to your instructions, I advised General Phuong not to 
attack the French, as an answer, I pointed out that only a handf ul 
of U.S. correspondents, not all of them, and the local Vietnamese 
would be the only ones to use his story, I suggested, instead, that 
he take some positive action to prove his loyalty to President Diem, 
that I did not know what that action should be, but that Phuong should 
check with President Diem and see what he felt would be the best action 
to undertake, 

3, General Phuong said that he would sleep on this advice, Trinh 
Minh The was present and backed up my advice all the way, 

4* General Phuong added that he was still interested in seeing the 
government changed. He wants Diem to have a cabinet of non-partisan 
technicians, younger men who can get the Job done. He wants a small 
group of senior political advisers to the President, called a High 
Council, composed of unselfish and non-partisan Vietnamese whom all 
will recognize as unselfish. Then he wants the National Assembly 
started without delay, and let it provide the partisan politics of a 
democracy, 

EDWARD G LANSDAIE 
Colonel USAF 

copies to: General O' Daniel 

Mr Cooley 
Mr Kidder 
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